‘Coconut on a comeback
trail in the State

Rejuvenation packages and a slew of other measures
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KOCHI: Coconut is on a come-
back trail after having gone
through a perilous journey in
recent years. A slew of mea-
sures being adopted by the
Coconut Development Board
are expected to revive the sag-
ging fortunes of the crop.

A rejuvenation package an-
nounced by the board envi-
sages removal of old and
senile palms and replanting
the farms with high-yielding
varieties. The board is offer-
ing aid for the replanting op-
erations in selected districts
and is planning to extend the
scheme to more areas.

Over the years, the tough
conditions in the agriculture
sector, in general, and the co-
conut farming segment, in
particular, had turned away
many of the farmers from the
crop.

Today, the primary task of
the board is to restore the
confidence of the farmer in
the crop. Board chairman
T.K. Jose is confident that it
can be done with coordinated
efforts of the government,
farm agencies, and the peo-
ple.

He said novel schemes had
been devised to help solve the
problems at the grassroots
level.

Behind in processing

“Though India occupies a
comfortable position in pro-
duction and productivity of
coconut, when compared to
other major coconut produc-
ing countries, we lag far be-
hind in processing and
exports., In a small country
like Sri Lanka where produc-
tion and productivity are less
than that of Tamil Nadu, the
export of value-added prod-
ucts is many fold higher than
that of India, except in the
case of activated carbon. In-
dia has to go a long way in
strengthening the processing
sector,” Mr. Jose said.

@ Package helps to
remove oid palms

* To attract youthr ;
to the job of
palm-climbing

One of the serious issues
faced by the farmers in Kerala
is the scarcity of climbers
who can harvest the crop
from the top of the tall palms.
Itisajob conventionally done
by skilled men who belonged
to a particular community.
The crunch is the fallout of
the reluctance of the younger
generation of the community
to continue the age-old
occupation.

Novel scheme

The board has come up
with a novel scheme to attract
youth in the art of palm-
climbing, A project titled
‘Friends of Coconut Trees’
has been launched by the
board, which envisages train-
ing with a stipend and guar-
anteed income,

Safe contrivances, innova-
tively designed by experts,
are used for the operation.
The scheme has received
good response, with even
women having had enrolled
for the challenging task. The
board has listed the names
and mobile phone numbers of
the trained candidates on its
website so that their services

could be made readily
available.
Tender coconut water,

which had been a favourite
drink of people of all ages, is
alsoonareturn journey to the
marketplace. Packaged ten-
der coconut water is in high
demand in several western
countries.

The natural drink is con-
sidered an ideal energy boost-
er which has  been
administered by experts for
sportspersons. The board is
encouraging entrepreneurs

to sell the product in pack-
aged form.

Quite a few firms have al-
ready made a mark in selling
the product.

The board has launched a
new project to sell the natural
drink at specially designed,
attractive kiosks across the
country. About 5,000 outlets
are to be opened at the na-
tional level, with focus on
tourism circuits. “We have to
encourage and motivate
farmers to make use of the
knowledge technology and
the latest research for im-
proving the status of the crop
and to enter into processing
and value addition to capture
the opportunities of the do-
mestic and global markets,”
said the board chairman.

Past experience

In fact, raising coconut sa-
plings in the farm or in the
courtyard had been a reward-
ing experience in Kerala a few
decades ago when the farm-
based economy had a sub-
stantial share from the tall
palms that dotted every nook
and corner of Kerala.

The crop started losing its
sheen after Keralites started
migrating in large numbers to
the oil-rich Middle East
countries. A growing middle
class endowed with strong
purchasing power, coupled
with a weakened labour base
had begun to gnaw the roots
of coconut farming in the
Eighties and Nineties. The ar-
rival of rubber around the
same period as the saviour of
the farmer resulted in further
decline in farms where coco-
nut had occupied a premier
position.

Pest attacks that defied ef-
fective solution, added to the
farmers’ misery, leaving them
high and dry. The fresh initia-
tives in the sector are expect-
ed to take the coconut sector
to the good old days of glory in
the farming and business sec-
tors.




