“Coconut Rejuvenation Scheme to be Extended Statewide

Express News Service

Kochi: The Coconut Devel-
opment Board's (CDE) ‘Re-
pru.nl'im and Rejovenation’
scheme is set to be extended
from three distrcts to all the
fourteen districts of the State.
The programme is set to be
a major boost to the alling
coponut productivity in the
State,

Kerala now stamds at the
ninth posttion out of the total

16 cocoriit growing states in
the couniry.

Thee scheme was launched
by the Union governiment in
20405 to check the root wilt
disease and to increase the
productivity.

The programime aims at
replocing okd, senile, unpro-
ductive and diseaseacdvanced
pislms with quality seedlings
o rejuvenation of the exist-
ing gardens.

“Keraln received an

armount of 2475 crore for the
project, fior a peeriod of three
vears, for three of its dis-

tricts- Thinvananthaporam,
Kollam and Thrissur, But
the CDEB has been able to
utilise only an amount of

sotion in the third year and
an additional spillover will
he diverted to the nesw prog-
ect in the 14 districts,” CDB

THE SCHEME WAS LAUNCHED BY THE UNION
GOVERNMENT IN 2009 TO CHECK THE
ROOT WILT DISEASE AND TO INCREASE THE

PRODUCTIVITY

244 crore after two years of  depuoty director Ramany

itz implementation. The bal-
anee wmount after the otili-

said. SE
“There were certain crite-

ria for the release of the
funds in the schenie., One
was that the agoont would
e sanctioned only after the
CDB carded out & survey
and determined this total
mimber of trees, The nam-
bier of trees was moch lesser
than whist was expectisd. S0
the amount spent was quite
low. Thits venr wewill be util-
ising about T35 crone. Apart
from this 4 considerable
amaunt will be utilised for

input supply and others. The
Talanee amsount will be used
for the remaining plots in
the same districts or for the
other districts in the next
five year plan,” soid Ra-
mani

“Under the project; the
CDE nims ab replocing un-
productive palms with
hendthy tender palms, hyboid
palms and tall palms in the
ratlo 255 a0, The presence
of n lnrge nuermber of very old

trocs and the trees infected
by root wilt are among the
major factors affecting the
productivity in the State, As
of now we can only control
wilting, thene ks no perma-
et cure. Wi hope that in
the next five years, with a
project like this, we will be
able to raise the produoctivity
af the State from the gth po-
sition to the third in the

country,” CDB chai
K Jose said.
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